Valve pathology in heart failure: which valves can be fixed?
Heart transplantation has evolved to become the gold standard treatment for patients who have symptoms of severe congestive heart failure associated with end-stage heart disease. From an epidemiologic perspective, this treatment is "trivial" because less than 2800 patients in the United States are offered transplantation because of limitations of age, comorbid conditions, and donor availability. New surgical strategies to manage patients who have severe end-stage heart disease have therefore evolved to cope with the donor shortage in heart transplantation and have included high-risk coronary artery revascularization, cardiomyoplasty, and high-risk valvular repair or replacement.